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Message to Our Readers 

How the entire world was blind-sided in 2020 by the COVID-19 pandemic will re-

main the stuff of legend to be analyzed by experts and laymen for a long time. When 

it surfaced in far away Wuhan, China in 2019, very few thought it would affect the 

entire world the way it shut every continent down for lengths of time depending on 

various governments’ appetites for backlash from their citizens. Ordering shutdowns         

presented a classic Catch-22 situation for many regions of the world. Those who    

courageously ordered total lockdowns were rewarded with the least number of        

infections and fatalities. COVID-19 is what our people would refer to as “like joke, 

like joke.” 

Just when the world thought it had turned the corner with approved vaccines being 

administered on the first line recipients in the Western hemisphere, a new strain 

emerged; and as if in vengeance, the last few days of December 2020 saw the        

pandemic raging in countries like the United States of America, United Kingdom, 

Italy, France and Spain among others. COVID-19 has thus far defied all remedies, it 

would seem. The only sure way to avoid infection is to isolate – total isolation. How 

is that even possible? The next best thing, which is totally doable, is to wear a mask in 

company and keep a safe distance from other human beings. Adhering to the other 

protocols as advised by healthcare professionals is very important. 

The editorial team of The Forum has, like everyone else, struggled to bring you the 

publication all through this year. We might say that the pandemic accelerated our 

plans to go digital. You may have noticed that we did not publish any edition in hard 

copy. That had been in the offing for some time. The new normal is for The Forum 

to come to you as a soft copy. We hope you have enjoyed reading The Forum. We 

look forward to more robust relationships with our readers in 2021 as we expand the 

frontiers of our reporting. Your feedback is valued. It helps us serve you better. 

As we usher in 2021 with plenty of hope that we will find a lasting remedy to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we wish you all a fantastic New Year! 

BE SAFE!!! 
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Amaechi Inspects Apapa Port Access Roads 

… Orders removal of blockages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Minister of Transportation, Hon. Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi, on Friday, 19th 

December, 2020 inspected the Tin-Can Island Port Access Roads. 

The Minister was accompanied by the Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of 

Transportation, Dr. (Mrs.) Magdalene Ajani; the Executive Secretary and Chief  

Executive Officer of Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC), Mr. Hassan Bello; Managing 
Director, Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Hajiya Hadiza Bala Usman; Director,  

Maritime Services, Federal Ministry of Transportation, Alh. Auwal Suleiman and  

other personalities. 

 

Amaechi inspected the ports’ environment following complaints about the incessant 
congestion along the Lagos Logistic Ring. 

 

L-R Dr. Magdalene Ajani, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Transportation, 

Mr. Hassan Bello, Executive Secretary/CEO, Nigerian Shippers' Council and 

Hon. Rotimi Ameachi, Minister of Transportation. 
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The Minister expressed dissatisfaction with indiscriminate parking of trucks on the 

port access roads and called for immediate removal of all the blockages to aid move-

ment of cargo. 

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of NSC, Mr. Hassan Bello and 

the Lagos State Sector Commander of Federal Road Safety Corps had earlier inspect-

ed the Tin-Can Island Port access roads.  

The NSC boss during the inspection 

called for urgent action by stakeholders 

so as to address congestion at the ports. 

 

In a bid to address the anomalies at the 

Lagos Logistics Ring, the Permanent  

Secretary Federal Ministry of  

Transportation, Dr. (Mrs.) Magdalene  

Ajani met with representatives of NSC, 

NPA, FRSC, FMW&H and other  

stakeholders at Eko Hotels & Suite,  

Victoria Island, Lagos.  

The Permanent Secretary, FMOT,  

Dr. Mrs. Magdalene Ajani during an  

interview with journalists, said it was necessary to clear blockages from the port  

access roads but this alone cannot solve the traffic situation along Lagos Logistics 

Ring. 

She called on truck drivers to maintain discipline by obeying rules as they move cargo 

from the nation’s seaports.  

 

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of the NSC, Mr. Hassan Bello 

in an interview with journalists said the gridlock is affecting cargo movement at the 

ports.  

According to him, the NSC as Port Economic Regulator has been working  

assiduously to create an enabling business environment at the nation’s ports. 

 

L-R Dr. Magdalene Ajani, Permanent Secretary, 

Ministry of Transportation, Mr. Hassan Bello, Ex-

ecutive Secretary/CEO, Nigerian Shippers' Council 
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NSC Plans to Set Up a Unit to Drive Implementation of  

Nigerian Port Manual Process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the appointment of Nigerian Shippers’ Council as the lead agency to  

monitor the implementation of Nigerian Port Manual Process, the Executive  

Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of the Council, Mr. Hassan Bello and the 

Management have commenced plans to create a Unit in the NSC for the purpose of 

accomplishing the new assignment. 

Bello while speaking at a meeting held with the Council’s Management team at  

Federal Palace Hotel, Victoria Island, Lagos, said the creation of the Unit would as-

sist in the actualization of the target. 

The personnel that would be working in the proposed Unit would be selected from 

Departments, Divisions and Units of the Nigerian Shippers’ Council. The personnel 
would be sensitized from time to time to aid the fulfillment of the assigned  

mandate. 

 

Top Management of Nigerian Shippers’ Council 
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NSC would be collaborating with Nigerian Ports Authority for the release of their 

personnel for the Port Process Manual  

 

All agencies in the Transport Sector came up 

with a Standard Operating Procedure but it has 

been observed that none of them was assigned 

to monitor the  

implementation of the mechanism at the  

nation’s maritime industry. This informed the  

appointment of Nigerian Shippers’ Council to  

carry out this important assignment. 
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Shippers’ Council Visits Shipping Companies, Terminal Operators 

… Plans to deploy staff to monitor activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC), has unveiled plans to deploy its officials to 
shipping companies and terminal operators to monitor their activities.  

 

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Hassan Bello  disclosed 

this when he led the agency’s management team on a monitoring visit to CMA/
CGM and Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC) in Lagos, recently.  

 

Bello said NSC as Port Economic Regulator has reiterated the need to pay routine 

visits to the terminal operators and shipping companies operating in Lagos at the 

peak season.  

 

Hassan Bello, ES/CEO NSC, interacting with customers at Shipping 

Companies.  
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He attributed high cost of doing business at the ports to infrastructural decay  

particularly Apapa and Tin-Can port access roads. 

 

According to him, NSC wants full automation of processes by 2021.  

Automation, he said will reduce physical  

contacts, address corruption and aid operations. 

 

Continuing, the CEO said that government  

agencies in the maritime sector are collaborating 

to aid efficiency at the Nigerian Ports. 

 

The Managing Director, CMA CGM Nigeria Shipping Limited, Mr. Lionel Odeyer  

expressed appreciation the visit by Nigerian Shippers’ Council. 

 

He said CMA CGM plans to engage Lekki Deep Sea Port for shipment by 2023.  

Lekki Port, he added, has the capacity to carry large vessels.  

 

The Managing Director, Mediterranean Shipping Company, Mr. Andrew Lynche  

lamented about the deplorable conditions of Apapa and Tin-Can port access roads,  

Pointing out that accidented trucks carrying containers cause traffic on the roads.  
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Deployment of Staff to Shipping Companies: ANLCA Chieftains 

Laud Shippers’ Council  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The President, National Association of Nigerian Licensed Customs Agents  

(ANLCA), Tony  Nwabunike has commended Nigerian Shippers’ Council over its  

plan  to deploy  personnel to shipping companies to monitor their activities during   

peak season. 

 

Nwabunike, who gave the commendation during an interaction with  

“Shipping Day”, said the incisive step taken by the Port Economic Regulator would  

assist to address the arbitrary imposition of charges during this period. 

 

The ANLCA President enjoined the staff being deployed by the NSC to take their 

assignments at the terminals seriously. 

 

Tony  Nwabunike, The President, National Association of Nigerian Li-

censed Customs Agents (ANLCA). 
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Similarly, the former National President of the ANLCA, Dr. Eugene Nweke  

reiterated the benefits in the move by NSC in an interaction with Daily Shipping 

Day.  

 

According to him, this move would  

check the activities of the shipping  

companies at this and other critical  

periods. 

 

He commended the Executive  

Secretary and Chief Executive Officer 

 of NSC, Mr. Hassan Bello for visiting 

 the shipping companies. The  

intervention by the Council is in line 

 with its regulatory activities at the  

nation’s ports. 

.  
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Edo Inland Dry Port Gets FG’s Approval to Operate as Port of 

Origin, Destination  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Managing Director, Atlantique Marine and Engineering Limited (AMES),  

Chief Charles Akhigbe said it has received approval from the Federal Government to 

 operate Edo Inland Dry Port as a Port of origin and destination.  

 

Akhigbe, who stated this during an interview with BusinessDay in Benin City,  

Edo State, added that the approval granted by the Federal government is to begin full  

operation  to accelerate socio-economic transformation of Edo State, the  

South- South,  

Chief Charles Akhigbe, Managing Director, Atlantique Marine 

and Engineering Limited (AMES). 
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South-East and North Central geopolitical zones. 

According to him, AMES is putting plans in place for the commencement of  

 

Edo Inland Dry Port. This, he said, includes the agreement that they have entered 

 with the farmers Oasis and Free on Board International Logistics to start dedicated 

 export warehouses. 

 

He further stated the warehouse would 

serve as a processing and packaging center 

 for exporting a minimum of 100 tonnes  

of processed agricultural products daily.  
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Shippers’ Council Meets Maritime Workers Union of Nigeria 

…Says strike will have negative impacts on Nigerian Economy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of the Nigerian Shippers’  

Council (NSC), Mr. Hassan Bello, has met with the leadership of Maritime Workers  

Union of Nigeria (MWUN) over their planned strike. The meeting between the NSC 

and three-man team from the Maritime Workers Union was held at the NSC’s  

Headquarters in Lagos, recently. 

 

Bello enjoined the Union to suspend the planned strike, noting that the action will 

have negative impacts on the nation’s economy, especially at this time of the year  

when port activities are at the peak. He emphasized the need to address issues  

around the planned strike action for a lasting solution, while also mitigating other 

consequences on the national economy. 

L-R Com. Abdulahi Bello, Vice President, Maritime Workers Union of Nigeria
(MWUN), Hassan Bello, ES/CEO, Nigerian Shippers’ Council,  Prince Adeyanju 
Adewale, President-General, MWUN, Com. Uche Igwe-onu, National Treasur-
er, MWUN and Com. Abdul Eroje, Deputy Secretary Organizing Maritime 
Workers Union of Nigeria (back row) . 
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The President of the MWUN, Comrade Adewale Adeyanju appreciated NSC for  

reaching out to the Union so as to avert its planned strike action. 

 

Comrade Adeyanju said the Maritime Sector is the second largest contributor to  

Nigeria’s revenue and therefore, it deserves more priority attention from the  

government. According to him,  

the Union would shelve the  

strike provided an agreement is reached with 

the government. 

Prince Adeyanju Adewale, President, MWUN 
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Aba Inland Dry Port:  

‘‘Work will begin at the project site by q1, 2021’’  

– Dr. Kingsley Usoh  

 

The Managing Director of East Gate Container Terminal, Dr. Kingsley Usoh, has 

said that work at the  project site of Aba Inland Dry Port would commence by first 

quarter of 2021. 

 

Dr. Usoh, one-time Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of Nigerian 

Shippers’ Council stated this on NSC’s sponsored radio programme “Maritime      
Today’’.  He informed that all 
arrangements have been        

concluded to move the          

concessionaires back to the site 

by the year 2021.  

He commended the Nigerian 

Shippers’ Council for            
supporting the development of 

Inland Dry Ports across the 

country. The Dry Port, he said, 

would bring shipping facilities to 

the shippers at the hinterland, 

decongest the Nigerian seaports, 

create employment                  

opportunities and accrue       

substantial revenue to the government. 

 

Dr. Kingsley Usoh, Managing Director of East Gate Container 

Terminal. 
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Nigeria Immigration Service, Maritime Command Seeks  

Shippers’ Council Collaboration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Comptroller, Nigeria Immigration Service, Maritime Command,   Comptroller 

Ayodele Arogundade has called  for collaboration with Nigerian Shippers’ Council 

(NSC), particularly in the area of intelligence gathering to aid the development of the  

nation’s maritime industry  . 

Comptroller Arogundade made the call when he led his team on a courtesy visit to 

the Headquarters of NSC in Lagos, recently.   

According to him, there was need for both parties to work together as a team, and 

rub minds on issues which would add value to the maritime sector. 

“I have to introduce myself to the Nigerian Shippers’ Council, NSC being one of the 

key agencies of Government. There is need for us to come together, particularly in 

the area of intelligence gathering. We want Shippers’ Council to join hand with    

Comptroller Ayodele Arogundade Comptroller of Immigration Service, Seaport Operations 

Lagos Command listening to Hassan Bello, Executive Secretary/CEO,                                   

Nigerian Shippers’ Council. 
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Immigration Service, to ensure safety of Nigeria’s territorial waters. We are soliciting 

support from NSC to make our work easier at the Command’’, he added.  

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of NSC, Mr. Hassan Bello wel-

comed Comptroller Arogundade and his team to the Council.  

Bello expressed his Council’s readiness to collaborate with immigration, adding that 

Nigeria immigration Service is key in the transformation of the nation’s maritime sec-

tor. 

He said that the importance of the ports cannot be overlooked in the nation’s econo-

my. He reiterated the need to simplify procedure as Nigeria has high cost of doing 

business due to insecurities which need to be addressed.  

According to him, NSC as Port Economic 

Regulator is to provide balance between the 

users and providers of shipping services. The 

Council is also measuring the efficiency of 

Nigerian Ports and facilitates trade. 

Member of NSC’s Governing Board,        

Barrister Margaret Orakwusi called on the   

Nigeria Immigration Service to assist in    

creating more jobs for Nigerian youths. 

She was optimistic that the creation of       

employment opportunities would reduce the 

disturbing crime rates around the country. 

 

L-R: Comptroller Ayodele Arogundade Comptroller 

of Immigration Service, Seaport Operations Lagos 

Command, Hassan Bello, Executive Secretary/CEO, 

Nigerian Shippers’ Council and Barrister Mrs.    

Margaret Orakwusi, Member, Governing Board,  

Nigerian Shippers’ Council. 
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FCCPC Plans to Sign MoU With Shippers’ Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Executive Chairman, 

Federal   Competition 

& Consumer Protection 

Commission (FCCPC), Mr. Babatunde Irukera, has         affirmed his commission’s 

readiness to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), with the Nigerian Ship-

pers’ Council.  

Irukera sated this when the Executive and Chief Executive Officer of Nigerian Ship-

pers’ Council, Mr. Hassan Bello led the Council’s team on a working visit to  the 

Commission’s Headquarters in Abuja, recently. 

According to him, the FCCPC Act allows the Commission to sign a Memorandum 

of Understanding with other government regulatory agencies that have similar       

responsibilities of protecting of consumers’ rights. 

Speaking, the NSC boss reiterated the need for collaboration with the Federal Com-

petition & Consumers Protection Commission to institute consumer protection re-

gime in the shipping and port industry. 

He said NSC as Port Economic Regulator handles complaints which necessitate the 

services of the Commission, particularly in the area of infringements to the right of 

L-R: Mr. Babatunde Irukera, Executive Chairman, Federal Compe-

tion & Consumer Protection Commission (FCCPC),  Hassan Bello, 

ES/CEO, Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC), and Mrs. Ezedinma, 
Director, Regulatory Services, NSC. 
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Edo State Shippers’ Association Chieftain Calls for Support 

for Shippers’ Council 

 

The President, Edo State Shippers’ Association, Pastor Ozaveshe Ade Balogun has 

described the role of Nigerian Shippers’ Council as Port Economic Regulator as a 

Herculean task. He called on the Government to further 

support Nigerian Shippers’ Council.  

Pastor Ozaveshe made the call while speaking during 

NSC’s sponsored Radio programme “Maritime Today” 

on Lagos Traffic Radio 96.1FM, in Lagos, recently, 

According to him, NSC requires more funds to be able to 

accomplish its tasks as regulator. 

He commended Nigerian Shippers’ Council for the       

pivotal role it has played so far at the nation’s ports.  

“NSC has been doing creditably well when it comes to 

settlement of issues. We always refer to the Council      

whenever there is excess charges or delay in taking delivery of cargoes.” 

Continuing, Pastor Ozaveshe said members of their Association usually experienced 

delay in accessing the ports in Lagos due to traffic. He, however urged the Federal 

Government to proffer lasting solution to congestion at Apapa and Tin-Can Island 

Ports. 

 

 

Pastor Ozaveshe Ade Balogun 



22 

 

VOLUME 3, ISSUE 12     THE FORUM     DECEMBER 2020 

 



23 

 

VOLUME 3, ISSUE 12     THE FORUM     DECEMBER 2020 

 

FG dismantles Presidential Task Team on Traffic  

Management in Apapa 

 

The Federal Government has dismantled the Presidential Task Team on Traffic  

Management in Apapa. 

 

However, a new Ministerial Committee on Traffic Management has been constituted. 

 

 With this development, the Committee of Maritime 

Truck Union & Association (COMTUA), Petroleum Tanker Drivers (PTD) and  

other relevant Associations are to sensitize their members and also withdraw their  

vehicles along Lagos Logistics Ring (Apapa- Ijora -Orile – Mile 2- Tin-Can  

Island – Apapa) in 48- hours from midnight on Monday 21st December, 2020.   

  

Non-compliance to this directive shall result in such 

vehicle being impounded by the appropriate         

authorities. 

 

 

Signed  

Rakiya Zubairu  

Head of Public Relations 
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Christie Jatau Attains Retirement Age 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Christie Binjin Jatau has attained the retirement age of 60. She was celebrated 

at the Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC) headquarters in Lagos for her meritorious 

service to the Council for over 23 years.  

Jatau before her retirement was a Deputy Director, Trade Services Division in the 

Consumer Affairs Department (CAD) of the Council. Pertinent to note that the re-

tiree was the brain behind the formation of French Classes in Nigerian Shippers' 

Council. 

Mrs. Jatau is a well-travelled diplomat having visited many countries both within and 

outside Africa. She has fostered cooperation and bilateral relations between NSC and 

other Shippers’ Councils, Nigeria, and other countries in West Africa. 

She finished with a Bachelor of Arts at the University of Jos and has a Master of Sci-

ence in International Law and Diplomacy.  

Mrs. Jatau joined NSC in May 1997 as an interpreter and in 2001 she was converted 

to an Operations Officer where she rose to become a Deputy Director.  

She is a member of various bodies such as Nigerian Institute of Translator and       

Interpreters (NITI), Women’s International Shipping and Trading Association 

Mrs. Christie Binjin Jatau 
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(WISTA Nigeria) and Commodity Brokers Association of Nigeria.  

Speaking at the retirement party hosted for her by the 

Council, the Executive Secretary and Chief Executive      

Officer of the Council, Hassan Bello, praised her for her 

hard work not only NSC but in Nigeria’s maritime industry 

and maritime sectors in other parts of the world. The     

ES/CEO was represented by the Director, General Services 

Samuel Owoniyi. 

Speaking on behalf of all directors, the Director of Finance and Accounts, Daniel 

Bonat said Mrs. Jatau is a splendid and spectacular cook, noting that she is a good 

person and she got along well with everybody. Also in attendance was the Director of 

Legal Services, Mr. Tahir Idris who said that Mrs. Jatau is one of the best Deputy Di-

rectors to work with. He advised every staff to emulate her revealing that one of the 

secrets of a good career is passion and self-development. 

Speaking on behalf of the Consumers Affairs Department was Alhaji Faisal          

Mohammed who appreciated her for mentoring all the staff of the unit.  

Alhaji Bashir Ambi, the President of NSC Staff Cooperative Multipurpose Society 

Limited while presenting the retiree with a cheque revealed that Mrs Jatau was an  

asset to the Cooperative Society who had never been a burden.  “Mrs Jatau was a   

sincere, thoughtful and honest co-operator” he said. He urged all staff of the Council 

to emulate her.  

Responding, Mrs. Jatau thanked everyone for the kind words noting that it was not a 

smooth sail especially when it came to cost of doing business in the maritime           

industry in Nigeria, which she said has always been a burning issue for the Council. 

She urged all staff to continue to work together to make the maritime industry more 

effective. 
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Shippers’ Council Celebrates Otiyongo, Zamide, Others @ 60 

 

The Management and staff of Nigerian Shippers’ Council on Tuesday 15th  

December, 2020 felicitated with Messers Samuel 

Otiyongo, Zamide Lawrence and Joseph Pule 

Wetpan on the occasion of their retirement from 

service. The retirement ceremony was held at the 

Council’s Headquarters in Lagos on Tuesday 

15th December, 2020. 

Speaking at the event, the Executive Secretary 

and Chief Executive Officer of NSC, Mr. Hassan Bello, who was represented by the 

Director of Special Duties, Mrs. Victoria Okam, felicitated with the retirees on the 

occasion. 

According to him, the retirees deserved the befitting send forth after the attainment 

of the retirement ages. 

The Head of Transport Unit, M. Malgwi said Otiyongo was dedicated to his work 

while in service. “Otiyongo is our professor in the Transport Unit. We are rejoicing 

with you on this occasion. Retirement from service in good health is a thing of joy as 

many have gone without witnessing a day like this. It calls for celebration”, he added. 

The President, Nigerian Shippers’ Council Staff Cooperative Multipurpose Limited, 

Alh. Bashir Ambi Muhammed congratulated the retirees on the occasion.   

Also speaking, a colleague in the Transport Unit, Mr. Olusanmi Otunla said Mr. 

Samuel Otiyongo was their adviser in Transport Unit, adding that the retiree’s         

relationship with other drivers is worthy of emulation. “Mr. Otiyongo is not only our 

colleague in the Council but our father. A man that is ready to carry his colleagues 

along with him when it comes to work”, he added. 
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Hapag-Lloyd orders six LNG-powered  

23,500 teu containerships 

Hapag-Lloyd has placed a $1bn order for six, LNG dual-fuel, 23,500 teu container-

ships at Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering (DSME). 

Hapag-Lloyd said the six 23,500+ teu newbuildings would be delivered from DSME 

between April and December 2023. 

The vessels, ordered at a cost $1bn, will be fitted 

with high pressure dual-fuel engines designed to   

operate on LNG but also with sufficient fuel tank 

capacity to operate on conventional marine fuel oil. 

It is a further sign of LNG as a fuel gaining traction 

in container shipping. 

Rolf Habben Jansen, CEO of Hapag-Lloyd said: 

“With the investment in six ultra large container 
vessels we will not only be able to reduce slot costs and improve our competitiveness 

on the Europe – Far East trade, but also take a significant step forward in moderniz-

ing our fleet. Additionally, we will further reduce our environmental impact.” 

The German container line said that financing for the newbuildings had already 

been secured. Hapag-Lloyd’s alliance partner Ocean Network Express (ONE) has also 

announced this week that it will take six 24,000 teu newbuildings on long term char-

ter. 

 

Culled from SeaTrade Maritime 
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WORDS ON MARBLE  

 

“The man who has experienced shipwreck shudders even at a calm sea. ”  
― Ovid 

 “We must free ourselves of the hope that the sea will ever rest. We must learn to sail in 
high winds. ”  

― Aristotle Onassis  

“It is not the ship so much as the skilful sailing that assures the prosperous voyage. ”  

― George William Curtis  

 “When a man comes to like a sea life, he is not fit to live on land. ”  
― Dr. Samuel Johnson  

Published by the Office of the ES/CEO and Public Relations Unit 

MISSION OF THE FORUM 

To bridge information gaps in the Council. 


